Week Ending Friday, March 30, 2007

Memorandum on Assignment of
Functions Under Section 530 of the
Foreign Relations Authorization Act
for Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995, and
Section 2(b)(4) of the Export-Import
Bank Act of 1945, as Amended

March 23, 2007

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Assignment of Functions under
Section 530 of the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act for Fiscal Years 1994 and
1995, and Section 2(b)(4) of the Export-
Import Bank Act of 1945, as Amended

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, including section 301 of
title 3 of the United States Code, I hereby
assign to you:

(1) the functions of the President under
section 530 of the Foreign Relations Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995
(Public Law 103-236) (22 U.S.C. 2429a-2);
and

(2) the functions of the President under
section 2(b)(4) of the Export-Import Bank
Act of 1945, as amended (12 U.S.C. 635).

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
March 24, 2007

Good morning. The position of U.S. attor-
ney is one of the most important jobs in the
Justice Department. U.S. attorneys are ap-
pointed by the President, and they play a
leading role in prosecuting crime and pro-
tecting the public.

In recent months, the Justice Department
determined that new leadership in several of
these positions would better serve the coun-
try. I strongly support the Attorney General
in this decision. I also appreciate the hard
work and service of the U.S. attorneys who
resigned, and I regret that their resignations
have turned into a public spectacle.

Earlier this week, my administration pre-
sented to Congress a reasonable way forward
that balances the constitutional prerogatives
of the Presidency with Congress’s interest in
learning more facts behind the decision to
replace 8 of the 93 U.S. attorneys. Members
of Congress now face a choice, whether they
will waste time and provoke an unnecessary
confrontation or whether they will join us in
working to do the people’s business. We have
many important issues before us, so we need
to put partisan politics aside and come to-
gether to enact important legislation for the
American people.

One of the most urgent legislative prior-
ities is to fund our troops fighting the war
on terror. I've asked Congress to pass an
emergency war spending bill that gives our
troops what they need, without strings and
without delay. Instead, a narrow majority in
the House of Representatives decided yester-
day to make a political statement. The emer-
gency war spending bill they voted for would
cut the number of troops below the level our
military commanders say they need to ac-
complish the mission. It would set an artifi-
cial timetable for withdrawal that would
allow the enemy to wait us out. And it would
require an army of lawyers to meet the condi-
tions imposed by politicians in Washington
who are substituting their own judgment for
that of our generals in Iraq. I have made it
clear that I will veto any such bill, and it
is clear that my veto would be sustained.

To get the votes they needed to pass the
bill, the Democrats who control the House
also included billions of dollars in domestic
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and porkbarrel spending for local congres-
sional districts. This spending includes things
like $74 million for peanut storage, $25 mil-
lion for spinach growers, and a host of other
spending items that have nothing to do with
the war. Even with all this extra spending
tacked on, the vote in the House was very
close. This means that the Democrats do not
have enough votes to override my veto.

By choosing to make a political statement
and passing a bill they know will never be-
come law, the Democrats in Congress have
only delayed the delivery of the vital funds
and resources our troops need. The clock is
running. The Secretary of Defense has
warned that if Congress does not approve the
emergency funding for our troops by April
15th, our men and women in uniform will
face significant disruptions, and so will their
families. April 15th is also about the same
time that Congress returns from its Easter
vacation. Members of Congress need to put
our troops first, not politics. They need to
send me a clean bill, without conditions,
without restrictions, and without pork.

This is an important moment for our Na-
tion, and it is an important moment for the
new Congress. My administration has pre-
sented a reasonable way forward on the mat-
ter of U.S. attorneys and on ensuring that
our men and women in uniform have the
funds and the flexibility they need to win in
Iraq. It is not too late for us to work together.
For the good of our Nation, I ask the Demo-
cratic leaders in Congress to seize the oppor-
tunity before us and move beyond political
statements to bipartisan action.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 1 p.m. on
March 23 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on March 24.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 23 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to Secretary of De-
fense Robert M. Gates. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With
United States Automobile Makers
March 26, 2007

The President. I've just spent quite a
while talking to our CEOs of American auto-
mobile companies. And I was interested in
their take on my goal of reducing gasoline
consumption by 20 percent over the next 10
years.

I found it very interesting that by 2012,
50 percent of the automobiles in America will
be flex-fuel vehicles. That means that the
American consumer will be able to either use
gasoline or ethanol, depending upon, obvi-
ously, price and convenience. That’s a major
technological breakthrough for the country.
If you want to reduce gasoline usage, like
I believe we need to do so for national secu-
rity reasons as well as for environmental con-
cerns, the consumer has got to be in a posi-
tion to make a rational choice. And so I ap-
preciate very much the fact that American
automobile manufacturers recognize the re-
ality of the world in which we live and are
using new technologies to give the con-
sumers different options.

Right now, most of our ethanol is made
from corn. But the Federal Government is
spending a lot of money to try to develop
new technologies that will mean that ethanol
could be made from wood chips or switch
grass. Part of that request is embedded in
a request to the Congress, and I would hope
that Congress would move expeditiously on
our plan to reduce gasoline usage by 20 per-
cent over the next 10 years. It’s in our na-
tional security interest that we do this; it’s
in economic security interest we do it; and,
all at the same time, it will help us be better
stewards of the environment.

And now I'd like to ask these gentlemen
to make a few comments. Go ahead, Rick.

G. Richard Wagoner, Jr. Yes, I'd just—
from General Motors™ perspective, we very
much share the President’s vision, and we
definitely see a path through to both lower
oil consumption, lower amounts of imported
oil, and fewer carbon emissions. And obvi-
ously, near-term opportunity that we are
moving on right now, as the President cited,
is flex-fuel vehicles that are powered by E—
85 ethanol. There are millions on the road



